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Abstract 
The corona virus pandemic which hit the whole world with various strength in 

2020 changed the lives of people and the functioning of society. Music 

education is not left out as it was forced into an abrupt shift of teaching 

conditions. Most schools were closed down and online education was 

promoted. This grossly affected the performance of the students in colleges of 

education. The study aims at pointing out how teaching and learning of music 

were affected during the pandemic era and also to point out positive ways of 

improving online teaching in Nigeria. The study used interviews, 

questionnaires and observational methodological approaches as instruments 

to obtain data. Relevant books were consulted. The study recommends that 

Nigerian colleges of Education should not rely solely on the traditional pattern 

of learning, rather; other methods such as blended learning should be 

introduced. This will be a sort of preparation against other situation that may 

arise and eventually lead to closure of schools. 
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Introduction  

The corona virus pandemic which hit the world led to a standstill of all 

educational activities, schools and all forms of learning institutions were shutdown. This 

mandated people to adopt quickly on how to manage and organize learning. Innovations 

in the teaching and learning of music was adopted which brought about the 
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technological approach which is a phenomenon that has come to stay. Burns (2021) 

narrated that technology became a tool that was necessary for all music educators to 

teach and communicate with their students. Technology cannot replace the face to face 

teaching of a music educator, its usefulness lies in the fact that it provides visual 

feedback on an art that is essentially aural. (Chen, 2018). 

During the first half of 2020, the covid -19 pandemic forced most schools to 

suspend face to face teaching and close schools in order to limit the spread. Educators 

of all levels tried to maintain contact with their students and teach remotely, mainly 

through distance learning technologies. Even when schools reopened, technology 

remained in the center of the teaching and learning process, as the great majority of 

schools adopted either fully remote instruction. Despite the innovation of technological 

approach, few challenges emerged in the adoption of online learning. (Creech, 2019). 

Implementation of technology in educational contexts is not an easy task, particularly 

when considering differences in economic, social and cultural background.  

The purpose of this research study is to investigate the teaching/learning that 

took place in Federal College of Education Okene Kogi State. The challenges of the 

online teaching will also be brought to limelight. Through this study the researcher aims 

to record the methodologies followed by those teachers, exploring the benefits as well 

as the problems that arose during this process, providing suggestion that will contribute 

to the improvement of online music education in the future. 

 

Music Teacher Education in Nigerian Colleges 

By mid 19
th
 century, Christian Missionaries introduced Christianity and western 

education. Church organizations such as the Methodist (1842), the church missionaries 

society (CMS, 1842), the Presbyterians, and the Baptist (1861) brought with them a 

highly denominational, Christian-based music schooling for evangelistic purpose and 

cultivation of new elite imbued with European values (Adeogun, 2015). 

The CMS was the first mission to establish a teacher training college (TTC) 

CMS training institution at Abeokuta in 1853 to train some converts as music teachers, 

catechists and evangelists. Robert Coker studied music and became renowned for his 

music teaching. The institution was later moved to Oyo and renamed St. Andrew’s 

College. The Baptist College, Iwo and the Wesley training institute later renamed 

Wesley College, Ibadan, were established in 1897 and 1905 respectively.  
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For the training of well qualified non graduate teachers, the Federal 

Government of Nigeria established Advanced Teacher Training Colleges (ATTCs) now 

named College of Education (COE) in the 1960s. Alvan Ikoku – College of Education, 

Owerri was the first Nigerian COE to have a department of music, later several other 

Colleges of Education was established. In the north central states of Nigeria, three 

colleges of education were established: Federal College of Education, Pankshin, Plateau 

State, Federal College of Education, Okene, Kogi State and Kwara State College of 

Education, Oro Kwara State. This study is focused on Federal College of Education, 

Okene. Federal College of Education, Okene was established in 1974 At its inception, it 

was known as Federal Advanced Teachers College, Okene but it was renamed Federal 

College of Education, Okene in 1985. 

 

Technological Approach during the Pandemic Era  

All over the world, schools were shutdown and despite the overwhelming 

consequences of the pandemic, the technological approach was brought up to replace 

the traditional method of teaching and learning. Thornton (2020) observed that, during 

the pandemic period, music educators worldwide found creative solutions in order to 

continue their teaching remotely, showing also a sense of fellowship by sharing ideas 

with their colleagues mainly through the internet. Music teachers used social 

networking sites to share materials they had created such as videos, accompaniments, 

lesson plans and songs.  

Music is a creative outlet that many teachers use to help students express 

themselves. During the Covid-19, music educators faced the difficult task of achieving 

these goals from a distance. Skype, Zoom and other online solutions make it possible 

for music teaching to continue when it is not possible for teacher and student to meet in 

person. Online teaching is not new, and music teachers have taught online successfully 

for many years. (Musicians Union, 2021). The Holland Opus foundation combined 

incredible technological resources for music teachers that are sure to keep students 

musically inspired and engaged through remote learning. These resources are as 

follows: 

Note flights learn: This is a music writing platform used to create, edit, view and share 

professional music notation, specifically for educational purpose. Brereton (2020) 

opined that note flight can be used to distribute theory examples, send and receive 

assignments, and monitor students' progress on individual or collaborative pieces. This 
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site can help students with writing, formatting, adjusting audio level, recording, 

performing and sharing scores of their original creation. Furthermore, note flight learn 

allows teachers to give personalized feedback and score students assessments.  

Prodigies: This program makes it fun for students to learn how to sing in tune, play 

their first instrument, and understand music language. Meanwhile, it provides educators 

with worksheets, lesson plans, sheet music and colorful video lessons. Prodigies 

delivers music lessons on-demand so you can keep your kids learning at home while 

knowing they’re interacting with something safe, ad-free and designed to teach them 

music. (Rob, 2020). 

Sound trap for education: This is a music creation platform that incorporates the latest 

stream curriculum. At any skill level, students can produce music with access to more 

than 400 instrument sounds, non-music sound effects and loops or they can mix in their 

own recordings.  Powers (2019) narrated that teachers can use Sound trap for 

storytelling/personal narrative, poetry reading, readers’ theater, interviews, podcasting 

and music composition.  

Moodle app - The moodle app is a learning platform that enables students to access 

online courses, trainings online. To initiate this, the students will have to download the 

app either on an android phone, laptop or desktop, login with a username and password 

in order to access the school website which has already being installed on the app. 

Ratheeswari, 2018 in Ajani 2021 observed that e-learning has improved teaching 

processes at various institutions of higher learning, the benefits includes ease of content 

creation, borderless classroom, removal of location barriers, effective online delivery of 

lectures, enhanced students’ engagement, self-paced learning, an online discussion 

platform and instant feedback. 

 

Music Learning During Covid 19 in Federal College of Education, Okene. 

Table 1: Are you computer literate? 

 Frequency Percent 

No 3 33.3% 

Yes 6 66.6% 

The Findings in table 1 shows that 3 respondents representing 33.3% are not 

computer literate, while 6 respondents representing 66.6% are computer literate. 
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Table 2: Are you conversant with the available advanced online teaching and 

learning of music? 

 Frequency Percent 

No 7 78% 

Yes 2 22.2% 

The findings in table 2 show that 7 respondents representing 78% affirms the fact that 

they do not have adequate knowledge on the use of various advanced online teaching 

and learning of music. While 2 respondents representing 22.2% are not conversant with 

the use of online teaching and learning of music 

 

Table 3: What technological approach was used in teaching and learning during 

the pandemic in your school? 

 Frequency Percent 

Moodle app - - 

Note flight learn - - 

The shed - - 

Solfegio - - 

E mail - - 

Whatsapp 9 100% 

Sound trap for 

education 

_ _ 

 

Table 4 shows that only whatsapp was used as a medium of reaching out to 

students to continue teaching and learning. This findings show that the teachers are 

neither aware nor conversant with the use of other important applications used for 

online teaching and learning of music. 

During the corona pandemic, there was need to continue the teaching and 

learning of music in the department of music, F.C.E Okene. Due to the need to find 

alternatives to the frontal teaching of music, the department called on its members 

(music lecturers) to share lesson materials, links online. Despite all the available digital 

technologies available for use, music educators faced the challenge of teaching online 

for the fact that the students are from different socio economic background as some may 

not be able to afford a personal laptop, desktop and data for android phones.  
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Eventually, the music lecturers resorted to the use of whatsapp. Lesson 

materials, video clips of performances were sent to the whatsapp group. Each class from 

first year to third year formed a separate group adding all lecturers to each of the 

groups. These informal uses of digital media have played an important role in boosting 

students and teachers contact and additional motivation to connect and learn. 

 

Challenges of the Uses of Technology during the Pandemic 

Online teaching in Nigeria encountered a number of problems and limitations of 

a technical nature. One of the largest problems was the lack of technological 

background of schools (ICT) and student’s households. More so, the biggest problem 

with online teaching was the insufficient or total absence of information-technical 

equipment and satellite coverage of the internet, especially in the student’s household. 

Ajani (2021) observed that, some academics may be faced with connectivity 

issues, system failure, and band width issues during online teaching and their technical 

knowledge may frustrate their ability to resolve such problems. As is evident from the 

above, the main problems observed during synchronous teaching were issues of quality 

and synchronization of image and sound, in combination with poor internet connection. 

(Apostolis & Ververis, 2020). Due to issue of network and internet connectivity, some 

of the students could not have access to materials sent online.  

It is disheartening to note that the lecturers/ teachers have a low level of digital 

competencies Kaup et al, (2020) highlighted the challenges of using moodle among 

academics to include inadequate knowledge of technology, inadequate training for 

academics. Ajani (2021) opined that academics do not have equal and adequate access 

to sufficient infrastructure which includes configured laptops, internet facilities and a 

conducive environment to effectively impart knowledge, and their lack of technical 

knowledge may frustrate their ability to resolve such problems. 

 

Conclusion 

The pandemic reminds us that school does not necessarily have to take place in 

a school building, and that students do not have to be fixed at the same time in the same 

classroom. The use of information communication technology (ICT) by lecturers and 

technology approach has become mandatory for curriculum delivery in the era of the 

covid-19 pandemic. The adoption of technological approach should be preceded by 

good planning and infrastructural facilities like regular power supply and extension of 
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internet services. The study concludes that ICT has various challenges that should be 

addressed by the academics to effectively use the platforms for teaching and learning. 

 

Recommendation 

The following recommendations are made to help improve the adaptation of E-

learning incase of any future pandemic. 

 Lecturers should be well trained in specific methods in which they could use 

electronic devices to enhance teaching. Information communication (ICT) 

trainings should be organized regularly to update and acquaint students and 

lecturers with reference to the effective use of digital technology. 

 Nigeria colleges of education should not rely solely on the traditional pattern of 

lecturing rather; other methods such as blended learning mode should be 

introduced. This will be a sort of preparation against any other situation that 

may arise or lead to closure of all schools. 

 The government should partner and collaborate with the developed countries to 

regularly supply laptops to all institutions, and sell to lecturers and students at a 

subsidized rate.  

 Regular and adequate professional development of academics will enable them 

to be prepared for quality online teaching and to address the challenges of 

conducting online classes and assessment. 
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